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FINAL STRETCH

Student
Resource
Career Services advises students to use break time wisely
Center
reaches
new total
BY JOHN GIBB

THE PARTHENON

BY MEAGAN EARLS
THE PARTHENON

The Student Resource
Center
reached
their
10,000th student served on
Thursday.
“To me it’s a huge accomplishment for our
center and our staff,”
Jennifer
Kennedy,
senior resource specialist,
said. “I think our success
means that we are becoming a part of the Marshall
culture.”
The Student Resource
Center was opened in August 2010.
“It’s only been a year and
a half that we’ve been open
and we have now served a
total number of students
close to the total number
of students enrolled,”
Jessica Jordan, resource
specialist, said.
The staff in the Student Resource Center are
trained to help students
with questions about financial aid services, basic
academic advising, career
services and more.
“Our 10,000th student
served came in because
she wasn’t really sure
if she wanted to stay in
the major that she was
currently in,” Michelle
Barbour, career services
counselor, said. “We talked
about some ideas that she
has been thinking about
and I got her in contact
with representatives from
the two different majors
she is considering.”
“The staff members are
friendly and inviting so
there is no need to be shy
about approaching them
and asking for help,” Josef Johnson, sophomore
chemistry major from
Jamaica, said. “If I have
further problems I will
definitely visit the resource
center again.”
“I think it’s beneficial
that we have a career services representative in our
office because the student
resource center really is a
one-stop place for students
to come,” Barbour said.
See RESOURCE | Page 5

With the holiday break
upon us, many Marshall University students are finishing
up their exams and preparing for a three-week break
from classes.

While some students look
forward to the relaxation,
Marshall University Career
Services advises students to
use this time to their advantage in order to boost their
job search.
Denise Hogsett, director of Career Services, said

networking with people in
the community and professionals is a great way to
acquire multiple contacts.
“I encourage students to
attend holiday parties and
family gatherings,” Hogsett
said. “The goal is to leave
with three new contacts and

three business cards.”
Volunteering is another
option for students. Hogsett
said volunteering for organizations such as Toys for Tots
or the American Red Cross
are resume builders that allow students to stand out to
future employers. Serving

at a local soup kitchen or
assisting the city mission
are other ways in which students can volunteer.
Hogsett said speaking
with family and friends to
discuss future career plans
See BREAK | Page 5

Students, administration discuss dynamics of dead week
BY MARCUS CONSTANTINO
THE PARTHENON

Dead Week at Marshall
University began Wednesday, Nov. 30.
Some students argue how
“dead” the week actually
is. Tyler Grimm, junior biology major, said he has
more to worry about this

week than exams.
“I’ve had more work the
last few weeks than I’ve had
the rest of the semester,”
Grimm said. “So it’s not
much of a dead week for
me.”
The 2011-2012 Marshall
University Undergraduate
Catalog designates Dead
Week as the last five class

days of the fall and spring
semesters. During this period, instructors cannot
give exams that count as 15
percent or more of the final
course grade.
Frances Hensley, associate
vice president for Academic
Affairs, said the purpose of
Dead Week is to give students a break and help them

BRING IT ON

get ready for finals.
“The idea behind Dead
Week is to give students an
opportunity to start focusing
on finals — not to have a lot
of other kinds of things that
students are concerned with
academically that week,”
Hensley said.
Hensley added that the
catalog also leaves some

exceptions and loopholes for
Dead Week assignments.
“It’s encouraging faculty
not to give exams that count
as 15 percent or more of
the final grade, but they can
assign major papers and/
or projects which count as
15 percent or more if that
See DEAD WEEK | Page 5

Herd to play FIU in
Beef O’Brady’s Bowl

MARCUS CONSTANTINO | THE PARTHENON

Junior wide receiver Aaron Dobson celebrates with teammates after a touchdown during Marshall’s Oct. 29 rout over UAB. Dobson and the Herd will now turn their sights to the Beef
O’Brady’s Bowl and their opponent Florida International University. The game will be played at 8 p.m., on Dec. 20 in St. Petersburg, Fla., and televised on ESPN.

Major reorganization of Morrow Library Stack Tower set to begin in January
BY MELODY FITZGERALD
THE PARTHENON

The
Morrow
Library
Stacks will be undergoing
major reorganization from
Jan. 9 through Aug. 27.
The reorganization will
continue through both spring
and summer sessions of 2012.
During this time, access to
Morrow Library stacks will
be limited to students, faculty
and the community. Everyone will still be able to enter
the stacks, but they will have

to be accompianied by someone on staff to help them find
the text.
“Morrow Library was
originally built in 1932 as
a non-browsing facility,”
said Nat DeBruin, archivist
and manuscripts librarian.
“Sometime in the 1970s, the
library was opened as a
browsing facility. The stacks
have needed reorganized for
quite some time now, and we
finally will have the time and
space to do so.”
There are over 400,000
pieces in Morrow Library’s

archive system.
The disorganization of the
stacks is not the only reason
for the new reorganization.
“Special collections and
archives are continuously
growing and will definitely
need more room in the next
two to three years,” DeBruin
said.
Another reason for the
reorganization has to do
with former Congressman
and Secretary of State, Ken
Hechler.
“Hechler has been contributing collections to the

See MORROW | Page 5
MELODY FITZGERALD | THE PARTHENON

The Morrow Library Stacks will
undergo major reorganization
from Jan. 9 through Aug. 27.
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library for quite some time
now,” DeBruin said. “He has
contributed over 1,000 linear
feet of material and still continues to add. His collection
alone is the biggest in all of
the Morrow Library stacks.”
Morrow Library staff will
be limiting the access at this
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Marshall alumnus
new Greek adviser

The Clay Center celebrates Christmas

BY MEAGAN EARLS

THE PARTHENON

THE PARTHENON

A former Marshall student
is currently working to improve the Greek community
on campus.
Lee Tabor first came to
Marshall as an undergraduate student from Branchland,
W.Va., and is now a new staff
member working in the Greek
Affairs office as Greek adviser.
“In my undergrad, I earned
a bachelor’s degree in advertising and I was a member of
Sigma Tau Gamma where I
held every position within the
chapter,” Tabor said.
Tabor is now pursuing his master’s degree in
journalism.
“I graduated in 2007, and
then moved to Pittsburgh to
find a job, but I didn’t really
find much. I came back in
2009 and became my fraternity’s alumni adviser.
“I came back because I saw
a need to make sure that my
fraternity would still be here
in 10 years, and since then I’ve
also gotten involved in volunteering with our national
office.”
Tabor is the Allegheny District Director in the Three
Rivers Region of Sigma Tau
Gamma fraternity.
“Being a district director means I’m responsible
for 10 chapters throughout
three states,” Tabor said.
“From that I enjoy the advising aspect and being able to
help those chapters by using
experiences that I’ve had in
undergraduate years and as

my chapter’s adviser.
“I saw the Greek adviser
position as an opportunity
to strive to help Marshall’s
chapters like I do as a national district director but on
a closer level to where I can
help chapters on a more faceto-face basis.”
Tabor said he hopes to
use his experiences through
his position to help all of
the Greek organizations at
Marshall.
“I think it means more that
I was an undergraduate student here because it brings
a sense of ownership, and I
value Marshall and the Greek
life here,” Tabor said. “I want
to see all of the chapters here
succeed probably more than
if I came from another school.
“I also think being a Marshall alumni will make it
easier for me to make a difference here because I know
and understand the campus,
Huntington area, community
and the issues that the greek
community face.
“My hope for the Greek
community is that we continue what the past Greek
adviser has done to build a
larger number of Greeks and
to ensure that the chapters we
have are strong and thriving.
“I would like to see the Interfraternity Council fraternities,
Panhellenic Council sororities and National Pan-Hellenic
Council organizations be unified and feel more of a sense
of community,” Tabor said.
Meagan Earls can be contacted at earls4@marshall.
edu.

BY BRITTINI BROOKS
A new exhibit opened at
the Clay Center on Friday.
The exhibit entitled “Illuminations: Holiday of Light”
will feature trees, trains and
other displays designed by
local artists and collectors.
“This is a new version of
our annual holiday exhibit,”
said Leann Dickens public
relation specialist. “We used
to do one [an exhibit] called
‘Trains, trees and treasures’
that was very similar. We
just changed it up this year
to include art by local artists
and give it a new feel.”
A tree featuring photos of
rescued animals to promote

animal rescue, as well as a
tree decorated with PEEPS,
are two out of the many
trees that people will see at
this exhibit.
“This year’s exhibit also
showcases original artwork
created by emerging West
Virginia artists,” Dickens
said. “It’s all about celebrating the holidays in your own
way and getting creative in
your decorating.
“This is a great way to
get the whole family in the
holiday spirit. The creativity of the local artists who
put the trees and displays
together puts a very different spin on traditional
holiday decorations. All of
the different pieces make

it fun and interesting for
everyone.”
Dickens said the exhibit is
truly one-of-a-kind.
This exhibit will end Saturday, Dec. 31.
Admission to the Clay
Center is $6 for childrenand
$7.50 for adults.
The Clay Center is located at One Clay Square
off of exit 100 in Charleston,
W. Va.
The Clay Center is open
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Wednesday through Saturday and noon to 5 p.m.
Sunday.
The Clay Center will be
open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday Dec. 26 and Tuesday
Dec. 27.

There will be additional
holiday activities during the
last week of December at the
Clay Center.
The schedule of events
include:
Monday Dec. 26- Mexican
Talavera Tiles
Tuesday Dec. 27- Australian Aboriginal X-ray Art
Wednesday Dec. 28- African Masks
Thursday, Dec. 29- Egyptian Bookmarks
Friday, Dec. 30- Icelandic
Longboats
All holiday activities are
included in the admission
price.
Brittini Brooks can be
contacted at brooks73@
marshall.edu.

Museum pulls prints from own collection to display
BY BRITTINI BROOKS
THE PARTHENON

A new exhibit will open
Saturday at the Huntington Museum of Art.
The
exhibit
entitled
“Fifty Years of Contemporary Prints: 1960-2010”
features American Prints
form the Huntington Museum of Art’s permanent
collection.
“We are pulling the
prints from our own personal collection,” said
Jenine Culligan, senior
curator for the museum
.“The
work
in
this

exhibit includes American prints.”
This exhibit will feature
a variety of prints form the
past five decades by various artists. Artists’ work
include Andy Warhol, Jasper Johns, Jim Dine, Helen
Frankenthaler and Keith
Haring.
Other artists include
Chuck
Close,
Jennifer
Barlett, John Baldessari,
Yvonne Jacquette and Willie Cole.
This exhibit will show
how art has changed
through the decades. In
the 1960s and 70s, artists

had access to printmaking centers and workshops
that employed master
prints, large-scale presses
and papers. In the 21st
century, artists have expanded their printmaking
work.
“This will be a chance
for people to see what they
have in their own backyard,” Culligan said.
The West Virginia Division of Culture and
History, Commission on
the Arts and the Isabelle
Gwynn and Robert Daine
Exhibition
Endowment
sponsored the exhibit.

The exhibit will be in the
Isabelle Gwynn and Robert Daine Gallery. It will
end Feb. 19.
The museum is open 10
a.m. to 9 p.m. Tuesdays,
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Wednesday through Saturday and
noon to 5 p.m. Sunday.
Admission to the museum is $5 per person, $18
for a family of four or more
and free on Tuesdays.
The museum is located
in Huntington at 2033 McCoy Road.
Brittini Brooks can be
contacted at brooks73@
marshall.edu.

Rec Center hosts Pump and Run



ALIANNA TELLES | THE PARTHENON

The Marshall University Recreational Center hosts its first Pump and Run event Sunday. There were 22 people
who participated in the event. It consisted of a bench press related to the participant’s weight and a 5k run
on a tredmill.
BY ALIANNA TELLES
THE PARTHENON

T h e M a r s h a l l U n i ve rsity
Re creation Center
hosted its first Pump and
Run event Sunday.
The event had 22 competitors, three females and the
rest males.
The competitors had to
bench press first then run a
5k on the tredmill.
The amount being bench
pressed was determined by
the age, gender and weight
of the competitor.
“Competitors could complete up to 30 reps, taking
30 seconds per rep off their

total 5k tredmill times,”
said Rachael Sofie, personal
trainer at the Rec Center.
The top overall male was
Wes Holliday, 41, putting up
30 reps to take 15 minutes
off his originial 19:37 5k
time, making his finishing
5k time 4:47.
The top overall female
competitor, Katrina Mailloux, 39, completed 13 reps,
removing six and a half
minutes from her original
5k time which was 25:15,
making her total finishing
times 18:45.
“Honestly my goal was
not to win but to get 10 reps
and run at 26:00, so my goal

was met,” Mailloux said.
Winners among other
age groups include: Allison Webb for females 20-29,
Jesse Nott for males 20-29,
Mark Muth for males 3039, Scottie Holley for males
40-49 and Kevin Willis formales 50-98.
“I did the triathalon last
February and now this, and
it was just well organized
and motivating, a top notch
act,” Mailloux said.
The Rec Center’s next
event will be the indoor
triathalon in Februar y.
Alianna Telles can be
contacted at telles@marshall.edu
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Mountaintop removal threatens historic site
BY RACHEL HUNTER
THE PARTHENON

BY RACHEL HUNTER | THE PARTHENON

Hundreds gathered to march on Blair Mountain this summer in order to raise awareness and help save the mountain.
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Many have called it the
birthplace of the American
labor movement. It has also
served as the battlefield for
the largest armed insurrection in the United States next
to the Civil War. Yet, despite
its historical significance,
Blair Mountain is facing
desecration by mountaintop
removal mining.
Largely unmentioned in
history textbooks, the battle
of Blair Mountain began in
1921 in Logan county, W.Va.,
when as many as 10,000
armed coal miners met opposition by heavily armed
mine bosses, guards, state
deputies and policemen
on Blair Mountain to fight
for workers’ rights and the
presence of organized labor
unions in the coal mines.
“This is the Gettysburg
of the union movement in
our country,” said Robert F.
Kennedy Jr., practitioner of
environmental law, during a
rally that occurred throughout this summer’s march on
Blair Mountain.
A second battle on Blair,
the fight to save the mountain, has begun and many
labor and environmental
activists have joined in to
do what they can in hopes
of preventing Alpha Natural
Resources from mining to
destroy the battlefield.

...it’s important
to remember that
our ancestors have
fought for what we
have today and
for the rights that
we have.”
> ELIOT
WILLIAMS
The Friends of Blair
Mountain, a group of activists dedicating their time
and energy to help preserve
the mountain, has opened up
the Blair Mountain Community Center and Museum in
Blair, W.Va., in order to give
back to the community and
to help raise awareness for
the issue.
Blair Mountain Community Center and Museum
volunteer and coordinator,
Eliot Williams, from Asheville, N.C., said their goal
was to revitalize the area, educate people and make them
want to fight for the history.
“It’s important to preserve
history of resisting, and it’s
important to remember that
our ancestors have fought
for what we have today for
the rights that we have,”
Williams said. “It’s also
See BLAIR MOUNTAIN I Page 5
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THE FIRST
AMENDMENT

The Constitution of the
United States of America

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion,
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people to
peaceably assemble; and to petition the Government for a redress
of grievances.
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“The critic has to educate the
public; the artist has to educate the critic.”
>OSCAR

WILDE,
AUTHOR, POET
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WHAT DO YOU THINK?
Visit us at marshallparthenon.com, click on the OPINION
link in the navigation bar to write a letter to the editor,
and let your voice be heard.

EDITORIAL

College benefits still with the expense
With the rising debates over cost and debt of a
college diploma, students are being forced to analyze their futures. If a student were to flip through
newspapers over the last several years, it would be
obvious to see the recession has dealt a raw blow
to college students nationwide.
Student loan debt has been a topic of sharp debate by politicians and citizens. Some, like those
who are personally feeling its sting, would like a
new forgiveness program to step in and rescue
those drowning in loan bills while others claim it
is essential for the American economy for these
debts to be paid back. Finaid.org, a financial aid
website directed at students and parents, publisher
Mark Kantrowitz, the total student loan debt in
America, including both private and federal loans,
currently sits at $833 billion. Now compare this
to the Federal Reserve’s estimation of American

credit card debt of $826.5 billion.
“Student loan debt… has been growing steadily
because need based grants have not been keeping
pace with increases in college costs,” Kantrowitz
said on Finaid.org.
Despite this, however, college still offers students the best bet for future earning success
– especially in the long term. According to the
NCES Digest of Education Statistics, the average high school graduate earns around $28,000
to $39,000 a year compared to a worker with a
bachelor’s degree’s $47,000 to $65,000 average
earning. Even more can be earned with a master’s
degree’s $57,000 to $80,000 and a doctorate degree’s $74,000 to $100,000.
Overall, even with the country’s skyrocketing
student debt and the constant fear of unemployment college is still worth the investment.

COLUMN

COLUMN

Europe – Too big to fail? The 500-Pound Keynesian in the Room
BY SAM N. ADAMS

HARVARD CRIMSON, HARVARD
U. VIA UWIRE
It’s been a fun 65 years,
but the Pax Europa is on
the way out. The sovereign
debt crisis has put so much
strain on the European
Union that the system
of cooperative confederacy that has prevailed
since the Second World
War has been hopelessly
compromised.
This current crisis
epitomizes what critics
of European economic
integration feared. A liberal flow of credit was
the peace dividend of
continental stability and
growth. This easy money,
alongside the consequent housing bubble,
allowed Greece and others to finance luxurious
social programs and high
wages. Tax evasion became widespread. When
the music stopped during the financial crisis of
2008, countries in crisis
had no way to adapt their
economy to the new situation. Traditionally, a nation
could simply inflate its
way into solvency or devalue its currency to spur
exports. Painful solutions,
but ones that can rescue
a nation’s finances. Due
to the common currency,
though, these debtor nations had no such options.
However, on both sides
of the solution, parties are
highly uneasy. Debtor nations fear the economicre
organization that will be
required by whatever organization ends up rescuing
them. The IMF, that symbol of post-Second World
War global cooperation,
is notorious for mandating unpopular political
and economic reforms as
a condition of its funding.
Similarly, any package
that goes through the EU
will likely require those
countries to submit their
budgets for approval by the
body. Any solution that involves a bailout will almost
by definition infringe on
individual nations’ sovereignty and bring everyone
closer to a one-Europe

government.
Germany, the white
knight to whom everyone
is looking, is dragging
its feet for other reasons.
Still bearing the scars of
the hyperinflation that occurred during the Weimar
Republic, it is hesitant
to take any steps that
could lead to spiraling
inflation. A solution that
is popular everywhere
except in Germany is to
fund the bailouts through
the release of Eurobonds,
thereby increasing the
indebtedness of the entire union. Also, there is
a fundamental sense of
injustice among Germans
indignant about being
forced to subsidize other
nations’ profligacy.
Whichever way it
happens, changing the
membership composition
of the Euro would have
devastating economic consequences. Depending on
the way creditor nations go,
the Euro could either skyrocket or plummet in value,
which would have massive
consequences on the foreign
exchange and would add a
whole new level of volatility
that would constrict worldwide capital flows. A new
global recession would be
almost inevitable.
So now the Eurozone
faces a critical decision
point. Is it worth a further
consolidation of continental governance, and the
corresponding escalated
economic interdependency
to save the union? From a
world markets standpoint
— yes. In fact, an auction
of German bonds last
week left over a third of
the offering unsold, demonstrating that the market
is losing its confidence
in even the strongest of
European economies. But
the prospects of building
a lifeboat before the currency sinks into the sea
dwindle by the day. Even
if a solution is passed and
accepted, the members
of the Eurozone will find
themselves even more
hopelessly intertwined and
further on the road toward
centralized governance
from Brussels.

BY DAVID GIFFIN

EMORY WHEEL, EMORY U. VIA
UWIRE
The Balanced Budget
Amendment put forth by
House Republicans failed to
pass its vote. At 261 “yeas”
to 165 “nays,” the measure
came up just 23 votes short
of the two-thirds majority
required by the Constitution
for ratifying an amendment.
Many critics have argued
that the push for a balanced
budget amendment to the
Constitution was merely
symbolic. Even if the House
had managed to carry the
measure, it would still have
had to face a Senate vote
before being passed along to
the various state legislatures
for ratification.
To be generous to the bill’s
proponents, it was definitely
a long shot in the current
Congress. And it missed.
The amendment failed,
surprisingly, amid considerable public support.
According to a July 18-20
CNN/ORC International
poll, nearly three in four
Americans supported the
passage of a balancedbudget amendment. 60
percent of those polled also
believed that a balanced
budget amendment was the
only way to control the deficit. Given that spending has
continued at an alarming
rate since then, it is doubtful that those numbers have
decreased.
Some accused the amendment’s supporters of
hypocrisy, pointing to the
budget surplus coming out

of the Clinton administration that collapsed under the
succeeding Republican administration. Minority Whip
Steny Hoyer even went as
far as to tell Republicans to
practice what they preach.
“It will take no courage to
vote for this amendment,
but it will take courage to
balance our budget by paying for what we buy.”
But the most important
reason that most Democrats
opposed the bill is the fear
that it would constrict federal spending. In the words
of Rep. Jesse Jackson Jr. of
Illinois, “I am addicted to
saving lives. I am addicted
to making sure that Social
Security is not violently
cut by the balanced budget
amendment.”
Jackson’s words sum up
one of the left’s major arguments: Things are so bad
economically that the government cannot afford to
not spend money.
Keynesian economic
theory, which underpins
most economic policies
advocated by the left in
Washington, argues that in
times of economic decline,
the government needs to be
more active with spending
policies. Government spending, they argue, fills in the
gaps and keeps the economy
moving forward until the
private sector recovers.
This kind of thinking inspired not only President
Obama’s stimulus package, but also several other
big-spending bills passed
throughout his administration. This kind of thinking,

however, is also the reason
that President Obama is set
to outspend the whole of
George W. Bush’s administration by next spring.
It is true that government
spending can keep GDP activity high and prevent many
major economic markers
from dropping very far. And
it is also true that many
people benefit from welfare
programs like Social Security. But to then argue that
such spending is actually a
form of economic stimulus,
as the administration tried
to argue with food stamps
last year, is patently absurd.
Keynesian economic policy is sort of like drinking
alcohol in the winter with
the hope that you will get
warmer. Sure, you might feel
warm, but it’s actually just
the numbing effect of the alcohol reducing your sense of
temperature. If you stay outside long enough, you’ll still
get hypothermia or frostbite
because you are still very,
very cold. And very drunk.
Government spending
during a recession makes
things look a lot better than
they are. But unless the
private sector gets going
again, all the spending does
is make us feel better about
the situation. The economy,
in reality, is still in very bad
shape.
President Obama’s administration has simply
not been a friend of American business, save for the
ones that donated to his
campaign or market themselves as being a part of
the green energy sector.

His administration’s policies have placed immense
regulatory and economic
burdens on American
business-owners.
But instead of acknowledging this, the President
has argued in recent weeks
that American businesses
have gotten “lazy” about
being competitive internationally and attracting jobs.
The rhetoric makes sense
given Obama’s policies.
Lazy and immoral businesses obviously can’t be
trusted to save the economy,
so the government has to
step in. But with recordbreaking levels of spending,
Obama’s rhetoric will soon
be the only thing left propping up America’s massive
budget.
And talk, as the saying
goes, is cheap.
The balanced budget
amendment was not the
coward’s way out as Steny
Hoyer suggested. Rather, it
was and still is a necessary
and permanent step toward
tackling the deficit. By
limiting government spending, it directly challenged
the Keynesian economic
theory that is dominating
the current crop of politicians in the White House. It
would have forced Congress
to consider policies that
don’t merely fill economic
holes, but rather encourage
sustainable growth and
private-sector expansion.
So much for that attempt
to tie down Washington’s
spending. Guess we’ll be
hitting the economic sauce
for a while longer.

Forbes’s top ten best business schools
“My own business
always bores me to
death. I prefer other
people’s.”
- Oscar Wilde

1. Harvard
2. Stanford
3. Chigago (Booth)
4. Pennsylvania (Wharton)
5. Columbia
6. Dartmouth (Tuck)
7. Northwestern (Kellogg)
8. Cornell (Johnson)
9. Virginia (Darden)
10. MIT (Sloan)
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Winter Wonderland of Lights illuminate Ashland
BY BRITTINI BROOKS
THE PARTHENON

The annual Winter Wonderland of Lights is lighting up
Central Park in Ashland, KY.
The Winter Wonderland of
Lights contains 50 holiday displays and over 800,000 lights.
“Light displays have been
on the main streets of Ashland since the late 1800s,”
said Paula Mayo, Ashland Alliance administrative assistant.
“Winter Wonderland of Lights

BREAK
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future career plans and
preparations that one is
making following graduation are ways that students
can practice their 30-second
commercial. The 30-second
commercial is a short and
to-the-point speech that
students give in order to
sell themselves, skills and
abilities.
In addition, Hogsett said
students should take the
opportunity to search for
possible internships and
jobs while on holiday break.
Hogsett said students
who have participated in
career fairs and completed
internships should send out
holiday greeting cards to
these employers.
“By sending out greeting
cards, students will keep

DEAD WEEK
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assignment is stated in the
course syllabus,” Hensley
said.
Grimm said not all of his
current assignments are in
his syllabi, and they are adding onto the pressure of final
exams.
“It’s making it tough because I have so much work
that I haven’t completed in

BLAIR
MOUNTAIN
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important to remember that
when we are being squashed
again by something, we can
rise up against it like people
have in the past.”
“The Battle of Blair
Mountain was a historically
significant example of people
standing together for basic
human dignity and human
rights,” said Dianne Bady,
co-director of the Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition.
Bady described the ways
in which Big Coal owned the
coalfield communities during the time of the battle.
“Men and their sons
worked 12 to 16 hours in
dark, dangerous mines, with
frequent injuries and deaths
from explosions, cave-ins
and black lung,” Bady said.
“The companies used local
sheriffs to enforce their system of feudal serfdom. When
a miner was killed or injured
and the company evicted the
family from their home, the
sheriff carried out the eviction. When union organizers
appeared, the sheriff arrested, jailed, and routinely
beat them.”
The Blair Mountain Community Center and Museum
hosts a number of artifacts
from the battle that took
place on the mountain,
as well as a small library
focused on Appalachian history. A large majority of the
artifacts are bullets found by
archeologists dated back to
the battle on Blair in which
thousands of rounds of ammunition were fired.
Williams said that Friends
of Blair Mountain and other

have been providing light displays on the streets and in
Central Park for 23 years.”
A few displays are available
at the light display include
dinosaurs, elves and much
more.
Changes have been made to
this year’s light display.
“New for this year, most
of the larger displays have all
been refurbished with LED
bulbs, to include the three
entrance arches at each entrance in Central Park,” Mayo

said. “Thirty-three new pole
displays for the downtown
area, two elves positioned
around the toy factory on the
corner of 17th and Lexington
and a bi-plane.”
People will have chance to
experience the light display in
a new way this year through
train rides around the park.
The fee to ride the train is $3
per person.
There will be a professional
photographer taking pictures
in the Santa house.

The Santa house, located
in Central Park, is the oldest
house in Ashland.
“For many families visiting
Central Park to view the light
displays, riding the train and
visiting with Santa is a tradition,” Mayo said. “We have
many families that come every year. Some (families) have
told us they have been coming
since the beginning, others for
up to 10 years. We have seen
the children grow up and now
bringing their children.”

their face and name in front
of these employers,” Hogsett said.
Exploring JobTrax is one
thing students can do over
the holiday break as well.
JobTrax is a service that
allows students to upload resumes to be reviewed, links
students to a professional
network and lists available
jobs and internship opportunities. Hogsett said by using
JobTrax, students could connect with professionals in
their field, improve their interviewing skills and make
changes to their resume in
order to keep it updated.
In addition to JobTrax,
students can create a LinkedIn account during the
holiday break. Hogsett said
LinkedIn is a professional
social media network that
students, especially juniors
and seniors, should use for

job searching, researching
and connecting with employers that are looking for
individuals with specific
qualifications that they may
have.
Some students enjoy earning some cash over the break
that will help them with
various expenses. Hogsett
said a part-time seasonal
job provides students with
extra experience that can be
added to resumes, especially
if the work experience is in
an industry closely related
to their field of study.
William “Tootie” Carter,
business manager for Memorial
Student
Center
Operations, works a seasonal job at Macy’s over the
holiday break.
Carter said seasonal work
is a great experience for students, especially those who
will be living on campus

throughout the break.
“The work is a learning
tool for students, and it provides them with real world
experience,” Carter said.
“The extra money doesn’t
hurt, either.”
Carter said some employers will keep students on
part-time employment once
the seasonal work has been
completed.
“This is great for students
who work in career-related
industries such as retail or
business because students
can essentially get their foot
in the door early,” Carter
said.
Career Services is located
between Harless Dining Hall
and the Joan C. Edwards Performing Arts Center on Fifth
Avenue.
John Gibb can be contacted at gibb@marshall.
edu.

this semester that we were
supposed to do yet so it’s
making it tough for the finals,” Grimm said.
Junior French major Sarah
Moawad said she has also had
bad Dead Week experiences
in the past, but her professors
this semester are assigning
less work in the week before
final exams.
“It kind of slowed down a
little because we would be
doing worksheets and labs
and stuff like that,” Moawad

said. “But now it’s mostly
dwindling down and they’re
just saying, ‘This is what you
need to know for the final.
Good luck!’”
Hensley said the Dead
Week policy is distributed to
all faculty in the Undergraduate Catalog, and violations of
the policy can be reported by
students.
“Typically,
when
policies aren’t being followed,
students will let us know,”
Hensley said. “And if we

hear of an individual incident
where a faculty member is
not following the Dead Week
policy, then we will get in
touch with that faculty member or that chair and ask them
to follow the policy.”
Hensley said he encouraged
students to take advantage of
Dead Week, citing that thorough studying is much more
effective than cramming.
Marcus Constantino can
be contacted at constantino2@marshall.edu.

groups of activists are currently keeping a watch
on Camp Branch mining
permits by Alpha Natural
Resources that are getting
close to the battlefield line.
According to Dianne Bady,
Blair Mountain was previously listed on the National
Register of Historic Places,
but was shortly removed
in 2009 when coal mining
industry lawyers claimed
that a majority of landowners opposed the historic
designation.
A lawsuit is still pending
between plaintiffs such including OVEC, the National
Trust, Sierra Club and the
Friends of Blair Mountain
insisting that the removal of
Blair Mountain from the National Registry was illegal.
“OVEC has been working
for this historic designation
for over a decade,” Bady
said. “ We are trying do what
we can to help prevent the 15
mile ridge from being blown
up for it’s coal.”
Numerous news outlets
and other media have often
portrayed the fight to save
Blair Mountain as a fight
between environmentalists
and those who want jobs
in West Virginia. However,
those who are knowledgeable of the coal mining
industry point out that more
jobs are present in underground mining rather than
mountaintop removal mining, which primarily uses
explosives and machinery.
Executive director of the
Coal River Mountain Watch,
Vernon Haltom, said, “Coal
companies will lay off miners whenever it’s more
profitable for them to do
so,” Haltom said. “Where’s
the outrage when a miner’s

job is replaced by a bigger bulldozer, a dragline, or
explosives?”
According to a recent
study, since 2007, mountaintop removal mining
has slowed — causing an
increase in underground
mining jobs and a 3.5 percent increase in coal mining
jobs as a whole.
“I think it’s a really sad
reflection of the political
power of the coal industry
in West Virginia that they’ve
been able to convince politicians to fight to preserve
and expand mountaintop removal for the sake of jobs,”
Bady said. “It only takes
several years to blow up a
ridge and bury the adjacent
stream. For these jobs to be
anything more than shortterm jobs, there’s the need
to move from one ridge to
the next, with no care for
the people who are poisoned
and displaced or the communities that are basically
forcibly removed.”
Fewer jobs for miners
is only one small problem
mountaintop removal mining brings to West Virginia.
Several peer reviewed scientific studies are now linking
health problems to mountaintop removal.
Vernon Haltom noted that
through such studies, it is
known that mountaintop
removal mining kills communities. “There are now
at least 19 health studies
linking coal mining, particularly mountaintop removal,
to cancer, birth defects and
other health problems,”
Haltom said.
“Appalachian
children
are not an acceptable sacrifice for coal profits, which
flow out of the state to Wall

Street bankers and Washington lobbyists.”
“It’s a travesty that West
Virginia’s top politicians
continue to fight really hard
to prevent the EPA from
stopping new mountaintop removal permits, at the
same time that some young
women in the coalfields are
feeling that it is literally unsafe for them to have families
in their own communities,”
said Dianne Bady. “It’s an
absolute disgrace that West
Virginia politicians refuse to
even publicly acknowledge
the existence of these health
studies.”
Some activists, like Bady
believe it is more than ironic
that big coal companies like
Alpha Natural Resources
want to mine Blair Mountain
due to its powerful history.
“I imagine that originally
Massey and now Alpha
did want to get rid of Blair
Mountain, not just for the
coal, but also because of
what it stands for,” Bady
said. “I really hope that
now Alpha realizes that they
would have a public relations disaster on their hands
if they annihilated that ridge.
But then again, I never cease
to be amazed by what abuses
the mountaintop removal industry is capable of.”
Environmentalists, historians and activists are working
hard to raise awareness and
gain more support in the
next battle of Blair Mountain, the battle to save the
mountain. More information
on how to help in the preservation of Blair Mountain can
be found at www.friendsofblairmountain.org.
Rachel Hunter can be
contacted at Hunter79@
marshall.edu.

“Winter Wonderland is for
the family, and is an event
that any age can enjoy,” Mayo
said.
Sponsors for the light
display include Ashland
Alliance, Ashland Bus System, Ashland Plaza Hotel,
Big Sandy Superstore, Boyd
County Fiscal Court, Boyd
County Public Library, City
of Ashland, and Community
Trust Bank.
Other sponsors include
Home Federal, Kentucky
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“When we first opened,
it was a challenge for us
to kind of get the word out
that we were open,” Jordan
said. “We had to do promotional events to raise
awareness but we haven’t
had to do those this year.
We haven’t had to go to the
students as much. They are
coming to get help without
us having to go to them.”
“We’ve hit our second
5,000 in a much shorter
time than it took us to
hit our first 5,000, and I

MORROW
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time because they are taking a whole floor of special
collections and moving it a
floor down.
“I have been here for
many years, and the stacks
have been really hard for
students to find books
because of all the disorganization,” said Lysle
Brown, currator of the
special collections. “This
reorganization will be great
for students, faculty and
the community.”
All other Morrow Library
services will continue as
usual during this process.
The services include EZBorrow requests, regular

Power Company, Marathon
Petroleum, Members Choice
Credit Union, River Cities
Motors, Summit RV, Walmart
at Riverhill and WTCR.
The public can also participate in the decorating
contest. The rules for the
contest can be found on the
Winter Wonderland website
at winterwonderlandoflights.
com.
Brittini Brooks can be
contacted at brooks73@
marshall.edu.

anticipate our number of
students served to keep
growing,” Kennedy said.
“We are very proud that
students have been using
our office as much as they
have, and our numbers in
comparison to last year
are much greater, which
means that students are
continuing to use our office,” Jordan said. “I think
students are starting to
feel comfortable and that
makes them come back for
help.”
Meagan Earls can be
contacted at earls4@marshall.edu.
interlibrary loans, Rapid
ILL requests and hold/
recall requests for the Morrow Stacks items.
Morrow Library has been
measuring the empty space
throughout the past month.
They will begin physically
moving the books next
week.
“We want people to
remember that Morrow Library stacks are not closed.
There is just going to be
limited access,” DeBruin
said. “The reorganization
will make the materials in
the Morrow stacks more
easily accessible to the
campus community and
the public.”
Melody Fitzgerald can be
contacts at fitzgerald19@
marshall.edu.
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